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TIPS O

The most popular
questions visitors to
RC flying fields ask:

How much does it

et

How far away can the
model fly

=

Can this model
carry pyrotechnics?

And the Dreaded
Question: How often

elcome 1o the exciting workd of asromodeling.

Maybe you are looking for a hobby that you and

your children can enjoy logether. Or maybe you
are Jooking for something you can enjoy doing with your
parents. No matter the reason, you have chosen a sport
that can easily cater to any goal you might set for yourses.

You can get started with either an airplane or a
helicopter trainer, fly at a state-of-the-art flying facility
such as one the Acadeny of Model Aeronautics (AMA)
mainkains, or simply take to the skies at an appropriate
field anywhere that’s convenient.

Our best advice s to not go at this alone. Not only is
the AMA here fo help, but there is nothing a dedicated RC
pilot likes better than 1o provide valuable Information to a
new enthusiast. Also try to get additional information from
magazines, other fliers, moded discussion Web sites, and
other Information sources.

How to Get Started

The sport of RC is open 1o nearly anyone. You do
need 1o be able to see at least 20/30
with correction. The same hand/eye

can make you a supec RCpllot.
mudon‘thavetnhavegecial
technical knowledge . You do
not need to ing about
elec do you need any
id how to buikd a model
e. In today's modeting
. world, you don't even need to
know how to build a moded
aircraft. The RC industry has
done all that work for you.
Qur first recommendation
is to read through Sport Aviatoe
onfine magazine. (See the
online resources page.) Since
Sport Aviator is dedicated to
new model pilots, there is
a ot of information that
can save hundreds of
- doltars and hours of
frustration. Sport Aviator
is provided free as a
service of the AMA.
The next thing
you need to do

coordination skills needed to drive a car

(‘

13 join the AMA for several good reasons. One is the
information about the world of moded aviation and the in-
depth technical information contained in Model Aviation
magazine, Another good reason is the $2 milion lability
insurance coverage provided. Just about every model
airport i this country requires this insurance.

Find an RC mode airfield and visit it on a Saturday or
Sunday between 11 am. and 2 p.m. The largest number of
pilots will be there during this time, including instructors.

if you do not know where an RC field is located in
your area, find a retail hobby store near you (one that
specifically mentions RC moded alrcraft). It is usually best
1o visit the store and ask where a club field is located.

While you are at the store, look at some of the trainer
aircraft in stock, both Ready-to-Fly (RTF) and Almost
Ready-to-Fly (ARF). But don't buy anything just yet. That
comes later, after you have visited the field and talked o a
few pilots there.

Once at the field, just observe for a few minuies. Look
for a pilot with a 5- to 6-foot-wingspan aircraft with the
wing on the top, who is flying without help from anyone.
This will be a recently graduated student pilot. Say hello,
and gain from that person how the learning process went.

Each club is different, but RC Instruction as a member
of an AMA RC club s almost always without charge. Like
you, instructors are enjoying their sport. Abways resist
the temptation to fly by yourself before you have leamed
encugh to do so safely.

Al this point you're probably thinking, “How long does
it take to acquire the basic skills needed 10 solo safely?”
The short answer is anywhere from two weeks to two
months; it depends a lot on the student.

One of the greatest tools for leaming RC flying is the
computer flight simulator. There are now many great RC
simulators avastable that can reduce leaming time to as
little as two 1o three weeks. Simulators help buikd eyeMand
coordination. They also allow the student pllot fo fly more
often since it is usually impossibie to get to the fiying field
every day. See your hobly dealer for more information

Again, beyond any recommendations we've offered
here, your best advice on what to buy and how to use i
will be available through local hobby shops and model
airplane cubs. Every person will have certain likes and
disikes about beginners’ equipment. Local avaifability of
products and repair services will piay an important part in
making the right choice for you. A good hobby deater of
AMA club will be happy fo share its knowledge and help
you succeed.






